
 

events  
in the last                    years

   
  

GREAT BARRIER REEF FACTSHEET

56 BILLION  
annual Australian economic, social and icon value

64,000 JOBS 

6.4 BILLION  
annual Australian economic contribution

MAIN THREATS 

	 2017 	 19%    

	 2016 	29%  

	

	 2002	 70% 
	 1998	 60% 

CORAL BLEACHING 

INCREASED  carbon emissions 
 ocean temperatures

Human induced climate change

VALUE

2 MILLION  
visitors every year

LOST
AFFECTED

    204 bleaching

      HEALTHY CORAL              BLEACHED CORAL              DEAD CORAL

                         RECOVERING CORAL

MAIN CAUSES

2900 REEFS - 2300 KM
>400 CORAL SPECIES 
WORLD’S LARGEST REEF

 

STORMS  
CROWN OF THORN  

STARFISH OUTBREAKS  
CORAL BLEACHING

YOU CAN HELP SAVE REEFS FROM HOME      WWW.CORALWATCH.ORG 

AUSTRALIA’S JEWEL



SAVE REEFS FROM HOME

 REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS - SAVE $ AND CORAL REEFS 
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AIRCON
Change from 21 to 24°

reduce 25% 
Save 

up to

TRANSPORT
Replace 2 car trips under 

1 km by walking 
Save 

at least 

TREES
Plant trees to shade 

western walls 
Save 

at least $208 yr    $120 yr $77 yr

LIGHT 
Replace 5 frequently used light 
bulbs with Energy STAR models

HEATING
Lower water heating  

to 55°

WATER
Fix leaky taps,  

save up to 6300 litres
Save 

at least 
Save 

at least 
Save 

up to$75 yr $60 yr    $35 yr
 

FOOD WASTE
Think before you buy

$1000 yr

TRANSPORT
Reduce speed, save fuel by 30%

 $583 yr

ENERGY
Change electricity to solar 

$700 yr
Save 

up to
Save 

up to
Save 

up to


